
www.DEQ.Utah.gov | P.O. Box 144810 | SLC UT 84114-4810 | 195 N 1950 W |

Utah Department of Environmental Quality
Division of Air Quality

Information Sheet

National Ambient Air Quality Standards

Working to Clean Utah’s Air

March 2010

DA
Q

• The Clean Air Act (CAA), which was last amended in 1990, requires EPA to set National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (40 CFR part 50) for pollutants considered harmful to
public health and the environment.

• The CAA established two types of  national air quality standards. Primary standards set
limits to protect public health, including the health of  “sensitive” populations such as
asthmatics, children, and the elderly. Secondary standards set limits to protect public
welfare, including protection against decreased visibility, damage to animals, crops,
vegetation, and buildings.

• The EPA Office of  Air Quality Planning and Standards (OAQPS) has set National
Ambient Air Quality Standards for six principal pollutants, which are called “criteria”
pollutants.

What are National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)?

Why do NAAQS change?

• Sections 108 and 109 of  the CAA govern the establishment and revision of  the NAAQS
to provide protection for the nation’s public health and the environment.

• Each NAAQS is considered for revision at least every five years to determine if  the
levels of  the standard remain protective.

• In making changes to NAAQS, EPA considers recommendations from the Clean Air
Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and other stakeholder groups that have
substantial experience with the NAAQS. Each NAAQS revision includes a public comment
period and review process.

• Upon the effective date of  a NAAQS revision, the clock starts on the development of
changes to Utah’s State Implementation Plan (SIP) if  necessary to bring a geographic
area back into attainment with the NAAQS. The typical schedule is outlined below:

What must Utah do when the NAAQS are revised?

• Effective Date
NAAQS Revision Published in the Federal Register

• One Year
Governor Recommends Attainment Status for Areas of  the State

• Two Years
Areas Designated by EPA that are in Non-attainment

• Five Years
SIP Due to EPA to Address Non-attaiment Areas

• Six Years
Control Strategies Fully Implemented

• Six Years or Beyond
Attainment with Standard is Required Depending on Degree of  Non-attainment

Contact

Dave McNeill
Branch Manager

Department of  Environmental Quality
Phone: 801-536-4037

E-mail: dmcneill@utah.gov



Utah Department of Environmental Quality: Division of Air Quality

www.DEQ.Utah.gov | P.O. Box 144810 | SLC UT 84114-4810 | 195 N 1950 W |

Current National Ambient Air
Quality Standards

July 2010


